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Luke 24:1-53

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
(Luke 24:44-49, ESV)

Introduction
As we bring our community reading of the Gospel of Luke to a close with his final chapter, there are at least three things to emphasize. First, Luke himself was not an eyewitness of Christ’s ministry. While Luke was not one of the Twelve, he was apparently a physician to and disciple of Paul. Church tradition tells us that Paul encouraged Luke to write both his gospel account as well as the Book of Acts. Second, whether Luke had addressed his gospel to an individual named Theophilus—“lover of God” in Greek—or to all lovers of God, Luke’s account provides assurance to believers of the Person and Message of Jesus Christ. Third, as the gospel narrative flows into the Book of Acts, Luke communicates that Christ’s death and resurrection are not simply the purposes, but the means of His life and ministry.

1. On the morning of the third day. (Luke 24:1-12)

	a) When things went surprisingly better than planned for Mary Magdalene and the other women.

	b) The apostles’ mostly unbelieving reaction to the testimony of the women.
	
2. Christ reveals Himself to His unbelieving disciples. (Luke 24:13-43)

	a) Christ appears to two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

	b) Christ appears to the Eleven in Jerusalem.

3. Christ’s death and resurrection do not mark the end of His ministry. (Luke 24:44-53)

	a) Christ fulfilled everything written about Him in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.

b) His death and resurrection were but a prelude to the Holy Spirit and Christ’s Return.

Conclusion
Christ’s birth and resurrection are truly significant supernatural events. Regarding His virgin birth, the God through whom the entire physical universe was created fit Himself into a normal-sized human womb and came out like every other newborn child. Regarding His resurrection, there is simply no other bona fide case of someone being savagely scourged, beaten, crucified, buried and then coming back to life in all of human history. Christ’s birth and resurrection are neither the sole objective nor entirety of what God the Son did or will do. Because the first Adam fell into sin and death, the Last Adam came to reconcile us and restore eternal life.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Luke 24:1-43.  What were the obstacles to belief for the disciples and how did Christ help them to believe?
2) Read Luke 24:44-53.  Was Christ’s resurrection His goal or did He indicate there was more to His mission?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the significance of Christ’s resurrection?
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