​Who Is The Holy Spirit?
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Acts 2:1-21

“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” (Acts 2:17-21, ESV)

Introduction
A week after Christ ascended to heaven in the sight of His apostles and disciples, the promised Holy Spirit arrives, but probably not in the way that anyone had imagined—“a sound like a mighty rushing wind” filled the entire house, “divided tongues as of fire” appeared and rested on each of the 120 gathered, and then the Holy Spirit filled them and enabled each to speak of the mighty works of God with “dignified and elevated discourse" in foreign languages they had never learned. However, even more significant than the supernatural ability to speak in foreign languages here was the supernatural capacity to go, baptize, teach and make disciples of those who were from beyond Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria!​

1. A supernatural occurrence not immediately understood.  (Acts 2:1-4)

	a) The disciples obeyed and waited for the promised Holy Spirit.

	b) The eyewitness accounts and experiences of the 120 regarding the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

2. Pentecost and the beginning of God’s harvest of souls.  (Acts 2:5-13)

[bookmark: _GoBack]	a) The beginning of God’s undoing of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

	b) The marvelous response of the devout and the continued unbelief of unbelievers.

3. God’s promise to pour out His Spirit on all flesh.  (Joel 2:28-30; Acts 2:14-21)

	a) Peter’s first sermon under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

	b) The prophecy of Joel and its continued significance for the world today.

Conclusion
When Christ told His apostles and disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, I’m pretty sure that while they may have believed that God was about to do a good thing, they were incredibly surprised by the who, what and how of the fulfillment of His promise regarding the Holy Spirit. Although modern Christians may live in disagreement and division caused by their conflicting thoughts about the Word and Spirit of God today, not only do we need the work of the Holy Spirit to find faith and salvation in Christ, but we also need the power of the Holy Spirit to understand, obey and bear witness to the grace and truth of Christ. If you’re not sure if you have received the Holy Spirit, know that God promises Him to all who ask (Luke 11:13).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 2:1-4 closely.  What did the apostles and disciples see and hear that day?
2) Read Acts 2:5-21 and compare the events and experiences of Pentecost with your own.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about this promise of the Father?
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