​A Beautiful Miracle
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 3:1-26

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”
(Acts 3:3-6, ESV)

Introduction
As our reading of Acts 2:22-47 came to a close, did you notice these words: “…awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles” (Acts 2:43, ESV)? While reading Luke’s narrative history of the beginnings of the Church, it’s helpful to recognize when the flow of his narrative is interrupted or obscured by modern-day chapter and verse divisions. Another helpful practice is to study to understand what the words and works of God might have meant to the original audience before assuming that the meaning of the narrative belongs to you as the reader rather than to Luke and the eyewitnesses. With these in mind, let’s closely consider this beautiful miracle.

1. A man lame from birth again laid at the Beautiful Gate.  (Acts 3:1-10)

	a) Levitical laws for worship and worshipers (Leviticus 21:16-24).

	b) A man lame from birth suddenly healed and qualified to enter the temple to worship.

2. An opening of hearts and minds through an experience of God.  (Acts 3:11-16)

	a) “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you” (Acts 3:6, ESV).

	b) “The faith that is through Jesus has given this man perfect health in the presence of you all” (v.16).

3. The gospel first revealed to the descendants of Jacob.  (Acts 3:17-26)

	a) “Repentance from acts that lead to death and faith in God” (Hebrews 6:1-2, ESV).

b) Contextualizing Christ as the fulfillment of the Law and Prophets for a Jewish audience. 

Conclusion
I recently read an article which proposed that one of the top three things that people are hungry for today is an experience of God rather than information about God. Reading the Book of Acts and the words and works of the Holy Spirit through the apostles makes me think that this finding is far from new. The Jewish people at the time of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit had already nearly 2000 years of history with God, the Books of the Law and Prophets, as well as a long oral tradition known as Mishna. We who are Christians, however, have some 2000 years of history and writings since the time of Christ, but I’m not sure we are any better at doing justly, loving mercy or walking humbly with God than the Jews of Christ’s day were. Transformation requires more than information; it requires personal experience, too.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Leviticus 21:16-24 and Acts 3:1-10. What do you think this miracle did for that formerly lame man?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Read Acts 3:12-26. How did Peter’s message appeal to his audience, and how does it appeal to you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about witness and miracles?
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