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(Acts 6:8 - 7:60, ESV)

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
(Acts 7:54-60, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk78297911]A week before Christ was crucified, He warned about what was to come: the destruction of the Temple, wars and persecution and the destruction of Jerusalem. Perhaps the apostles and disciples had a difficult time understanding these words of Christ because He framed this warning within the context of the “coming of the Son of Man” (Luke 21:5-28). Despite their initial confusion, however, it seems that the events since Pentecost had kept His words fresh in their minds: “You will receive power to be My witnesses” (Acts 1:6-11).

1. Stephen’s ministry went far beyond food service. (Luke 21:10-19; Acts 1:8, 6:8-7:1)

	a) “And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.”

	b) “…All who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.”

2. Stephen’s testimony contrasts the faithfulness of God with the unfaithfulness of Israel. (Acts 7:2-53)

	a) The story of God’s faithfulness to Abraham and his descendants, through Moses and the exile.

	b) Moses and Jesus Christ, both rulers and redeemers of Israel: a giver and the fulfiller of the Law.

3. The stoning of Stephen. (Acts 7:54-59)

	a) “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

	b) The promise of the Holy Spirit and power for witness (Luke 21:10-19; Acts 1:8).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk78297933]The events of Stephen’s martyrdom happen after “a great many of the priests had become obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). This is partly why the hearts of Stephen’s audience were so hardened against Stephen’s testimony. But there’s more going on here, I think. As the apostle Paul, who was present this day and sponsored the stoning of Stephen would later write: “…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4, ESV). With such opposition, we can only bear witness by the power of the Holy Spirit!

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 6:8-15. Who and what made Stephen’s witness to Christ so powerful?
2) Read Acts 7:1-53. What stands out to you from Stephen’s response and testimony to his accusers?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about being a faithful witness?
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