Discipleship And Witness
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 6:1-7

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
(Acts 6:7, ESV)

Introduction
You may recall that as we began reading the Book of Acts together, I mentioned that most scholars characterize Luke’s narrative history of the Early Church as descriptive rather than prescriptive. In other words, Bible scholars largely agree that Acts is historical rather than instructional. That being said, most Christian churches would probably agree that in addition to elders who teach and provide spiritual covering and care, there should also be deacons responsible for the stewardship of the material resources of the local church. This is how individual and corporate discipleship and witness are linked.

1. A language and culture gap amongst the Jewish believers.  (Acts 6:1-2)

	a) A church united in Christ yet divided by language, culture and capacity.

	b) “Seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” chosen.

2. Biblical standards for the selection of leaders.  (Acts 6:3-6; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9)

	a) Consensus amongst the whole community who then chose seven trusted men.

	b) The apostles prayerfully gave part of their authority and responsibility to these deacons.

3. How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity.  (Psalm 133:1-3; Acts 6:7)
	a) This division of labor unencumbers the apostles and releases others into service.

	b) Their faithful and fruitful witness results in the repentance and faith of many of the priests.

Conclusion
Local churches in the Book of Acts usually gathered in the homes of believers and not in a dedicated church building. The responsibility of leadership within these same local churches did not rest on a single man or woman, but on a community of people. Here at Hope Chapel Honolulu, we have a three-member Lead Team for pastoral, administrative and facility management as well as an eight-member Oversight Team to oversee our live and online operations. Along the lines of what we read here in Acts, we also have a Church Council, presently comprised of five members plus the Lead Pastor to steward our material resources. 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 6:1-2.  Do we face similar challenges in our own local church or MiniChurches?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Compare Acts 6:3-6, 1Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9.  Who are the qualified leaders among you?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about caring for the needs of others?
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