​There Is Salvation In No One Else
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 4:1-31

Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by Him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
(Acts 4:10-12, ESV)
Introduction
Peter’s words here, spoken while filled with the Holy Spirit, evoke a variety of feelings in different people, particularly those of different generations. A 2019 Barna research study reported that 96% of believers across four generations—Elders, Boomers, Gen Xers and Millennials—agree that Christians not only serve as witnesses to Jesus Christ, but also enjoy the greatest gift of personally coming to know Him. However, almost half of the Millennials surveyed (47%) felt that it is wrong to share one’s Christian faith with those of another belief system in the hopes of conversion. It’s obvious to me, however, that the Holy Spirit, Peter, John and the formerly lame man represent the other 53% in this matter of whether or not we should show and tell the truth of Christ in love so that none might perish.

1. How should we live when there is salvation in no one else? (Acts 4:1-12)

	a) The apostles arrested and interrogated for teaching and healing in the Name of Jesus Christ.

	b) The Holy Spirit enables Peter to not just answer but to astonish his interrogators.

2. The miracle and message of Jesus Christ. (Acts 4:13-22)

	a) The Jewish authorities attempt to censure and cancel the message of Jesus Christ.

	b) Peter and John’s decision to fear and obey God and bear witness to what they had seen and heard.

3. Responding to opposition with praise and prayer.  (Acts 4:23-31)

	a) The apostles and disciples respond to political opposition with praise, prophecy and prayer.

	b) “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” (v.31)

Conclusion
Some insist today that faith such as stated by Peter here—“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12, ESV)—is evidence of bigotry, hate speech against those who disagree or even violence against those who are unsure about the Person and Message of Jesus Christ. However, such a stance is not so different from that held by those ancient Jewish authorities who only acquiesced to the continued witness of the apostles because of the miraculous healing of the formerly lame man. 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 4:1-12. How and why was Peter able to respond to the Jewish authorities as he did?
2) Read Acts 4:13-31. How did Peter and John recognize and respond to authority?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about worship, discipleship and witness?

071121cdg@hch
