From Persecutor To Preacher
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 9:19b-31

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
(Acts 9:31, ESV)

Introduction
At least since Christ discipled the Twelve, no disciple has been the product of just one discipling relationship, but the fruit of the Word, Spirit and People of God. In the case of Saul, while we might immediately see how Ananias and Barnabas impacted his life and ministry, the reality is that Saul’s development had much to do with his response to his God-given strengths and opportunities, weaknesses and challenges, in relationship with God’s Word, Spirit and People. However, this shift from persecutor to preacher didn’t happen overnight. Much like the Twelve, Saul’s initial preparation took place over the course of about three years.

1. A seemingly sudden change of heart and loyalty. (Acts 9:19b-22)

	a) What is the transformation process like in the life of a disciple of Christ?

	b) What appears to have expedited Saul’s transformation?
	
2. The former persecutor is targeted for execution. (Acts 9:23-26; Galatians 1:11-24)

	a) Scholars think that “many days” here indicates nearly three years.

	b) When might it be appropriate to flee persecution and when might it not be appropriate?

3. God’s Word, Spirit and People in the process of transformation. (Acts 9:27-31)

	a) God uses His Word, Spirit and People to transform us as disciples of Christ.

	b) The role and relationships of Ananias and Barnabas in the transformation of Saul.

Conclusion
While Luke doesn’t devote a lot of space in his narrative for all the details of Saul’s transformation, even if these events actually took place over the course of three years, this change appears sudden. As a Pharisee mentored by Gamaliel, Saul would have had more than the necessary exposure to the Word of God, the role of the Holy Spirit and the People of God. However, his transformation revealed that he lacked personal encounters with Christ on the road to Damascus and the gracious ministries of Ananias and Barnabas. Where are you in your own process of transformation? Who helped you to get here? Who are you helping to grow in Christ?
	
For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 9:19b-22. How was Saul so suddenly changed and made an effective witness for Christ?
2) Read Acts 9:27-31. How was Barnabas instrumental in Saul’s transformation and development?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about your own transformation?
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