Grace Expressed In Truth And Power
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 8:26 - 9:19a

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”
(Acts 9:13-16, ESV)

Introduction
This section of Acts shows us more of God’s surprising power, love and faithfulness, particularly with how the Holy Spirit works through, around and beyond the apostles and disciples to include people in the Church who were otherwise not welcome. The first of these two encounters is a truth encounter with a God-loving African eunuch who served as treasurer to a powerful queen in North Africa. The second encounter is a power encounter with the lead persecutor of the Church at that time, a Jewish Pharisee who had pursued the disciples until confronted by the Spirit of the LORD.

1. A truth encounter. (Acts 8:26-40)

	a) The many ways God leads and guides His people. 

	b) The LORD’s acceptance and blessing upon a foreign eunuch begins the Church in Ethiopia.

2. A power encounter with Christ gets the attention of a persecutor. (Acts 9:1-9)
​
	a) Saul’s initial encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.

	b) Perhaps because Saul’s heart and mind were closed to the truth, Christ revealed Himself in 
                    power?

3. The process of transformation begins in the life of Saul. (Acts 9:10-19a)

	a) The patient and persistent leading of the LORD in the lives of Ananias and Saul.

b) The faith and eventual obedience of Ananias leads to Saul’s change of loyalties.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Who did you think would be least-likely to be accepted by God—the foreign eunuch or the persecutor and blasphemer? Who in your circle of influence or acquaintance do you think least likely to love God? Have you ever prayed for him or her, that God might grant them repentance unto salvation and even grant them a part in His plan to reconcile the world back to Himself? Because none of us are righteous in and of ourselves, perhaps all of us should be thought eligible and needful of the grace and mercy of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 8:26-38. What did God say or do through Philip that was surprising or curious to you and why?
2) Read Acts 9:10-19a. What does God’s conversation with and work through Ananias show and tell you?
3) What are the Word, Spirit and People of God showing and telling you about God’s work of reconciliation?
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