​Miracles Are Not The Same As Magic
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Acts 8:1-25

Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
(Acts 8:18-21, ESV)

Introduction
The first wave of state-sponsored persecution against the Christian Church began with Stephen’s martyrdom in 35 A.D. and lasted until at least 325 A.D. when the Roman Emperor Constantine began to act as a Christian head of state. This did not come as a complete surprise to the followers of Christ, however, as He had promised both persecution and His continued presence with them prior to His own death. Jesus Christ’s resurrection helped the disciples remain faithful to Him even when it cost them everything (Luke 21:10-19).

1. The first great wave of persecution. (Acts 8:1-3)

	a) As eyewitnesses looked back on Stephen’s martyrdom, Saul’s role on that day astonished some.

	b) Note that all the disciples were scattered from Jerusalem except for the apostles.

2. Persecution promoted rather than prevented the preaching of the gospel. (Acts 8:4-13)

	a) Those who were scattered saw this as an opportunity for faith rather than an obstacle to it!

	b) The difference between magic and miracles as observed by a magician.

3. The apostolic ministry of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14-25)

	a) The apostolic role in the laying of hands and baptism with the Holy Spirit.

	b) The processes of transformation—repentance, faith, worship and discipleship—in Simon’s life.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk78898578]By the time this first wave of persecution had subsided, the gospel had spread north and west, as well as east and south of Jerusalem, almost as far as Ireland and India! This spread of the gospel was not merely geographical. As the disciples scattered and shared the gospel with miraculous signs and wonders, spiritual warfare took place on new battlefronts beyond Jerusalem and the Roman Empire. Individuals, tribes and nations were challenged to switch their allegiance from the kingdoms of this world to the kingdom of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 8:4-13. How does this passage confirm or conflict with what you believe about the Holy Spirit?
2) Read Acts 8:14-24. What does Simon learn about the Holy Spirit and the sovereignty of God?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the power of the Holy Spirit?
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