The Holy Spirit Reaches Out To The Gentiles
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 9:32-10:48

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
(Acts 10:44-47, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perhaps the sudden change of loyalties in the heart and mind of the persecutor known as Saul had given the believers a glimpse at the power, love and faithfulness of God. Since Saul was a devout Pharisee, his transformation was relatively easy to accept by Jewish Christians who knew the Law and Prophets. However, such acceptance was not yet readily extended to those who were Gentiles. Unlike the unwitnessed conversion and baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch by Philip, the events here in Acts 9:32-10:48 made the sovereign grace and mercy of the LORD known to many. 

1. More miracles worked through the apostle Peter. (Acts 9:32-43)

	a) The healing of a man paralyzed for eight years.

	b) The resurrection of a woman known for her love and good works.

2. An invitation and a vision lead Peter to enter the home of a Roman centurion. (Acts 10:1-29)

	a) The relevance of Levitical laws of worship and holiness after the death and resurrection of Christ.

	b) The interpretation of visions, dreams, words and prophecy.

3. The Holy Spirit works in, through, around and beyond Peter. (Acts 10:30-48)

	a) The Holy Spirit had already been at work in the heart and home of a Roman centurion.

	b) The forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit received by grace through faith.

Conclusion
Unless you were raised with a strong distrust of foreigners or have lived under the control of an invading army, you probably wouldn’t understand the Jewish believers’ mindset with regard to Cornelius. Cornelius was a well-respected benefactor of the Jews and known for his fear of God and acts of charity, but he was born an outsider to the promises given to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their offspring, and represented the sword of Caesar to the Jews. However, God’s love for the world and His awareness of those who earnestly seek Him result in wonders, signs and miracles for outsiders that can be surprising to insiders.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 9:32-43. What is significant about these events and why do you think Luke included them?
2) Read Acts 10:1-48. What do these verses show and tell you about the various workings of the Holy Spirit?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about God’s love for the world today?
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