A Light For The Gentiles
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 12:25 - 13:52

46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.
(Acts 13:46-50, ESV)

Introduction
Sometimes a little background helps when reading a historical document like the Acts of the Apostles. Luke’s narrative history moves us from Antioch in Syria to another Antioch in Pisidia or modern-day Turkey. There were once nearly sixty (60) cities named Antioch because Seleucus I—formerly a general under Alexander the Great—named them for his father Antiochus. Another insight is that because it was in Pisidian Antioch that the Apostle Paul made a formal decision to dedicate himself to showing and telling the grace and truth of Christ to Gentiles, Luke provides a detailed account of Paul’s message in the synagogue of Pisidian Antioch.

1. A new center for five-fold ministry. (Acts 12:25-13:12)

a) “…there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers….” (Acts 13:1-4).

b) Paul’s ministry of teaching, preaching and exercise of spiritual authority.

2. A gospel presentation contextualized for a Jewish audience. (Acts 13:13-31)

a) The Gospel preached at a second city named Antioch.

b) Paul’s presentation of how the Jews rejected both God the Father and God the Son.

3. A light for the Gentiles to bring salvation to the ends of the earth. (Acts 13:32-52)

a) Forgiveness of sin and deliverance that is impossible for the Law of Moses through faith in Christ.

b) The rejection of the gospel by the Jews and the rejoicing of the Gentiles at the same good news.

Conclusion
The apostles preached Jesus Christ as the Messiah from the Law, Prophets and Psalms largely because the New Testament had yet to be written. That did not make their presentation of the Gospel any less effective or accurate. Many of our best metaphors come from the words and imagery of Old Testament writers like the prophet Isaiah (740-680 B.C.) who wrote to a yet unborn Messiah: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:5-7, ESV).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 12:25-13:4. How and why were Barnabas and Paul sent out as apostles?
2) Read Acts 13:16-41. How does Paul’s gospel presentation compare to when you heard and believed?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about worship, discipleship and witness?
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