Blessed Are Those Who Are Persecuted
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Acts 14:1-28

But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.
(Acts 14:19-22, ESV)
Introduction
Christ taught His disciples things we don’t hear today that were part of the teaching and practice of the apostles. For example, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12, ESV). Is this because we haven’t experienced persecution in our generation or so that we aren’t frightened off before we grow in our faith? 

1. Going and making disciples of both Jews and Greeks. (Acts 14:1-7)
​
	a) The apostles adapted their gospel presentation for a mixed audience of Jews and Greeks.

	b) Targeted persecution begins against Barnabas and Paul.

2. Going and making disciples despite challenges of culture, language and unbelief. (Acts 14:8-18)

	a) The meaning of a miraculous healing confused by a third culture and language.

	b) The Lycaonians mistake Barnabas and Paul for Greek gods because of the miracle.

3. Going and making disciples in the face of targeted persecution. (Acts 14:19-28)

	a) Paul apparently raised from the dead or miraculously delivered from a death by stoning.

	b) The apostolic method of going and making disciples.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk83193936]Barnabas and Paul faced many challenges to their faith and their mission to go and make disciples of all nations. Perhaps the most difficult lesson they learned was that “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (v.22). We may not understand the why of trial, tribulation and persecution, but Christ promises His abiding presence and the inheritance of His kingdom and righteousness to those who share in suffering for His Name’s sake. Our response to negative peer pressure, rejection, censure or even persecution can help others to remain faithful when they face trial and trouble.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 14:1-18. What challenges did Barnabas and Paul face as they entered Lycaonia?
2) Read Acts 14:19-28. How did the apostles and disciples respond to the tribulation they faced?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about your discipleship and witness?
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