​From Jerusalem To Antioch
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 11:1-30

15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ​‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
(Acts 11:15-18, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk81314297]When we read of how the circumcised believers in Jerusalem were critical of Peter’s actions, we probably miss the context and significance of that criticism. The third book of the Torah—Leviticus—helps us to better understand why Peter was at least initially criticized. Leviticus contains the instructions of Moses to the priests and people of Israel immediately after they saw the glory of God fill the Tent of Meeting so that even Moses was unable to enter it (Deuteronomy 40:34-35). The core message of Leviticus is that God is holy and that His holiness requires godliness on our part. While Leviticus revealed how God atones for sin through bloodshed, the apostles and believers had yet to grasp just how effective Christ’s shed blood was.

1. Peter accused of unfaithfulness. (Acts 11:1-12a)

	a) Peter accused by the Circumcision Party of disloyalty and unfaithfulness to the Law of Moses.

	b) Peter then explains how the Lord’s supernatural revelation was confirmed by the Spirit’s working.

2. Peter testifies to the sovereign will of God. (Acts 11:12b-18)

	a) Peter includes six circumcised eyewitnesses to confirm the testimony of the unnamed Cornelius.

	b) The Holy Spirit baptism of the Gentiles connected to the word of Christ and will of God.

3. The outpoured Holy Spirit led to missionary effort in Antioch. (Acts 11:19-30)

	a) The event at Cornelius’ house encouraged the church in Jerusalem to support the work in Antioch.

	b) The church in Antioch sends aid to Jerusalem in response to prophetic revelation.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk81314258]It seems that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:43) confirmed what Christ had accomplished through His death on the cross by connecting Christ’s death with the Levitical sacrifices in the hearts and minds of the Jewish disciples. However, even while God had extended forgiveness and reconciliation to eunuchs, persecutors and foreign soldiers, the apostles and disciples continued to focus their efforts on foreign-born Jews who appeared separated from the promises of Israel by culture and language.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 11:1-18. How does Peter respond to his accusers and what convinces them of God’s will?
2) Read Acts 11:19-30. How did the blessing of God spread from Jerusalem to Antioch and back?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and tell you about worship, discipleship and witness?
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