Reasoning, Persuading And Teaching
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 18:1-23

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue…11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
(Acts 18:4-11, ESV)

Introduction
When you read Jesus’ command to “go, baptize and make disciples, teaching them to obey everything (Christ) commanded” (Matthew 28:18-20), what do you think that looks like in practice? How comparable are your experiences as a Christian with the apostles and disciples of the Early Church? How does what you read about Paul’s words, works and relationships compare with those you have witnessed in the lives of others or your own life? While there are probably some things that we cannot and should not try to imitate, what are the essentials that we cannot afford to ignore? 

1. The missionary strategy and practice of Paul. (Acts 18:1-11)

	a) Bivocational ministry was and continues to be the norm around the world today.

	b) Not just preaching and teaching, Paul reasoned, persuaded and taught people to obey Christ.

2. Learning to trust God with others and what’s beyond your control. (Acts 18:12-17)

	a) The Roman proconsul Gallio refuses to take sides in the dispute between Jew and Christian.

	b) The Jews turn on the successor to Crispus who had become a follower of Christ.

3. New, deepening, reconciling and sending relationships. (Acts 18:18-23)

	a) Paul appears to have followed certain Jewish practices such as the Nazirite vow to aid his mission.

	b) Priscilla and Aquila grow in their roles and responsibilities as members of Paul’s team.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk85565924]While the apostle Paul lived, worshiped, discipled and bore faithful witness to God in a very different time and place than you and I live in today, there are numerous lessons we can learn from Paul’s resemblance and representation of Christ. Three examples are how he helped others to learn of Christ through dialogue rather than monologue, how he discerned when to trust God and act and when to trust God and wait, and how he committed himself to prayer and meaningful relationships with faithful men and women who would someday disciple others beyond his own influence.
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For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 18:1-4 carefully. What do you learn about Paul’s missionary practices from these verses?
2) Read Acts 18:5-11. What else can we learn about Paul’s methods to aid our own work and witness?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about work and witness?
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