​Towards Unity In Diversity
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 15:1-35

1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 
(Acts 15:1-2, ESV)

Introduction
As Christ led the disciples, they were often surprised and occasionally shocked by how He extended love, acceptance and forgiveness to those who were deemed less valuable or even unclean by Jewish society—the women, children, poor, blind, crippled, lepers and Samaritans. The apostles who followed the leading of the Holy Spirit saw the same extension of the kingdom of God and its righteousness to those who had often been enemies of the Jews. In the times of Christ, those whom God the Son brought into His fold at least had a shared history and genealogy, if not culture. What might bring them unity with the Gentiles?

1. Is circumcision of the flesh the best common denominator? (Acts 15:1-5)

	a) Not everyone was happy that God was moving amongst the Gentiles.

	b) What is the obligation of New Testament believers to follow Old Testament faith and practices?

2. The challenge and process of developing a new sense of shared identity in Christ. (Acts 15:6-21)

	a) The love of the Father, the grace of the Son and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 13:14).

	b) Apostolic discernment and decision based on the testimony of eyewitnesses and the Scriptures.

3. Learning to love one another as Christ loves all of us. (Acts 15:22-35)

	a) A period of unity between the churches of Jerusalem, Antioch, Syria and Cilicia.

	b) Towards consistent worship, discipleship and witness across the churches.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk83812905]While the notion of circumcision as the least common denominator for fellowship may seem like a foreign or outdated notion, from the time of Abraham until Christ, it served as the mark of unity in a male-dominated society. However, in accord with the prophecies about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit—as revealed in Joel 2:28-29—it would become the circumcision of the heart evidenced by increasing resemblance and representation of Christ through the abiding presence, power and purity of the Holy Spirit. How do our words and works today serve to help us resemble and represent Christ together with the global church?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 15:1-12. How does the Law of Moses influence your worship, discipleship and witness?
2) Read Acts 15:13-21. What are Judeo-Christian values and how would you describe them?
3) What are the Word, Spirit and People of God showing and telling you about unity and witness?
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