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Acts 17:1-34

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.
(Acts 17:29-31, ESV)

Introduction
While I lived and worked overseas, perhaps the most intriguing questions and conversations I had were not about what God has said to us, but what God has said to others. The Apostle Paul elsewhere wrote that 
[bookmark: _Hlk84936428][bookmark: _GoBack]“…What can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made” (Romans 1:18-20, ESV). Scripture contains statements of general revelation like this and David’s lyrics in Psalm 8, as well as specific revelation such as when Christ is quoted by the Gospel writers. Has God revealed Himself to outsiders, too, and if so, how has He done so?

1. There is another king and His Name is Jesus Christ. (Acts 17:1-9)
​
	a) Specific revelation, such as has been entrusted to the Jews, is not always well-received.

	b) Because the Gospel is a matter of ultimate loyalty, human politics can be difficult to avoid.

2. How should we live amongst those who love knowledge more than God? (Acts 17:10-21)

	a) The Berean manner of responding to the specific revelation of the apostles.

	b) Paul’s “spirit was provoked within him” at Athens because of widespread idolatry (v.16).

3. Is your knowledge and worship of God influenced by your art and imagination? (Acts 17:22-34)

	a) Paul’s practice of contextual theology and rhetoric at Athens.

	b) The relative effectiveness and appropriate use of truth and power in proclaiming Christ.

Conclusion
How should we live when surrounded by those who seem mostly, if not entirely, concerned with personal peace, profit, possession, position or pleasure at any price? How might such a lifestyle conflict with our professed loyalty to Jesus Christ? Is speaking the truth in love just something we should do with other followers of Christ, or should we be speaking the truth in love with those who are not yet in Christ? Even when we are unsure of the impact of our witness to Christ, should we still show and tell His grace and truth?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 17:1-9. Why is the Gospel a matter of loyalty and not just religious or lifestyle preferences?
2) Read Acts 17:16-34. Why was Paul’s spirit provoked within him and how did he respond?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about speaking the truth in love?
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