Who Makes Us Disciples?
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 18:24-19:10

1 …Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.
(Acts 19:1b-7, ESV)
Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk86058192]How Paul finds some disciples and knows to ask them whether or not they received the Holy Spirit when they believed, is something of a mystery here. While Priscilla and Aquila probably heard or failed to hear something in Apollos’ presentation of the gospel that betrayed his ignorance of the Holy Spirit, Luke doesn’t appear to give us any hints in his narrative. When I think of people who claim to be Christians here in Honolulu and the many differences in belief and practice, not to mention the differences in belief and practice around the world and throughout history, who or what is it that makes us disciples of Jesus Christ?

1. Being, going and making disciples who go and make disciples, too. (Acts 18:24-28)

	a) The gospel according to Apollos compared with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

	b) Priscilla and Aquila begin their teaching ministry in Ephesus.

2. The central role of the Holy Spirit in the Early Church. (Acts 19:1-7)
​
	a) Paul finds some disciples (of Apollos?) who were not taught of the Holy Spirit.

b) John’s baptism, the coming of Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the evidence thereof. 

3. How do we teach disciples to obey everything Christ commanded? (Acts 19:8-10)

	a) When Paul is again rejected by the Jews, he began “reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus” (v.9).

	b) Paul extensively taught disciples for eighteen months in Corinth followed by two years in Ephesus.

Conclusion
For those who witnessed the words and works of Jesus Christ personally, it was their relationship with Christ that marked them as His disciples. However, for the apostle Paul, as well as for you and I, who have not personally witnessed Christ’s words and works before His death, resurrection and ascension, what marks us as His disciples? I often make reference to Christ’s words, “by the love you have for one another will everyone know that you’re my disciples” (John 13:35), but just as we need God’s help to love our neighbors as ourselves, so we need the help of God the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into Christ’s way, truth and life.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 18:24-28. What do you learn from the development of Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos as disciples?
2) Read Acts 19:1-7. What questions and answers does Paul’s experience bring to your heart and mind?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about growing as a disciple of Christ?
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