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Acts 21:1-36

And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law, and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our customs. What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in observance of the law.”
(Acts 21:20-24, ESV)
Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk88046176]Have you ever wondered why Christians seem unable to agree with or love all who self-identify as a Christian? Although the latter are fairly easy to understand given our proud, selfish and rebellious ways while wanting to avoid judgment by identifying ourselves as followers of Christ, the former are more complicated. Paul’s warning to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:28-30 is important to solving this issue. Whether because God is too great for us to fully understand or because we’re not personally willing to learn and apply the truth to our own words, works and relationships, unwise desire and the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:13) lead to divided faith and loyalty.

1. Paul returns to Jerusalem. (Acts 21:1-16)

	a) The scope and scale of Paul’s relationships revealed by the care and concern of his disciples.

	b) Paul continues forward to Jerusalem despite clear warnings of what lies ahead of him.

2. A reconciliation not yet fully understood, embraced nor achieved. (Acts 21:17-26)

	a) Paul’s message and methods were misunderstood and rejected by his own people.

	b) The counsel of James to Paul and their attempt to keep a peace that did not yet exist.

3. A riot caused by religious zeal and a case of mistaken identity. (Acts 21:27-36)

	a) Misunderstanding and mistaken identity in the temple courts almost cost Paul his life.

	b) Paul had to be rescued by the Roman soldiers from his own people.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk88046346]In the midst of both James and Paul seeking to know and obey the will of the LORD, as you and I have likely experienced, some things seem to remain hidden from us. Although our desires line up with God’s good, pleasing and perfect will, sometimes things unseen compound the difficulty of understanding the who, what, when, where and how of obedience. For James and Paul, their love for God and His people appear to have caused further complication and contention among the Jew and Gentile disciples of Christ, or at least between the followers of Christ and those who had yet to recognize Jesus as their Messiah. However, even here we catch a glimpse of God working all things for good and eventually making all things new.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 21:1-14. What do you make of these prophecies and Paul’s pursuit of God’s will?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Read Acts 21:17-26. What do you think James was trying to do and what can we learn from this?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about discernment, faith and obedience?
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