First Apostle To The Gentiles
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Acts 21:37 - 22:29

17 “When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw (Christ) saying to me, ​‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.’ 19 And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another I imprisoned and beat those who believed in you. 20 And when the blood of Stephen your witness was being shed, I myself was standing by and approving and watching over the garments of those who killed him.’ 21 And He said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”
(Acts 22:17-21, ESV)
Introduction
The man once known as Saul of Tarsus became Paul—the first apostle to the Gentiles—after his encounter with the resurrected and ascended Jesus Christ while on the way to arrest Christians who had fled to Syria in the persecution following Stephen’s martyrdom, which Saul approved (Acts 8:1). The manner of this complete turnaround—these fruits of repentance in Paul’s life—astounded nearly everyone, leaving many unsure of whether to believe his conversion to the faith he had so ferociously persecuted. Perhaps if not for the faith of Ananias and Barnabas, Paul might not have been given a chance to grow in his gifting and calling?

1. The wisdom and capacity of the apostle Paul. (Acts 21:37-22:5)

	a) “Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16).

	b) Paul begins to defend himself by addressing the tribune and crowd wisely.

2. Paul’s testimony of confrontation, conversion and commission. (Acts 22:6-21)

	a) Paul’s encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus.

	b) Christ’s revelation, calling and leading in the life of Paul.

3. The wisdom and diplomacy of the apostle. (Acts 22:22-29)

	a) The hateful and violent response of the crowd.

	b) Paul’s wise and tactful response to the actions of the centurion and tribune.

Conclusion
After Paul’s third missionary journey ended and the apostle was perhaps unknowingly on the way to Rome, we find him trying to discern the will of the LORD and how best to trust and obey in dizzying circumstances. Whether or not Paul was paying close attention to Christ’s words as recorded later by John Mark—"And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit” (Mark 13:11, ESV)—we can’t know until later. However, Paul’s determination to endure hardship and be found faithful until the end remains clear.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 22:1-16. What stands out to you from Paul’s testimony?
2) Read Acts 22:22-24. Why do you think the Jews were so upset with the apostle Paul here?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the calling and salvation of God?
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