Spiritual Authority And Apostolicity
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Acts 20:1-38

22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
(Acts 20:22-27, ESV)
Introduction
The rapid progression of Luke’s apostolic narrative continues with just a few snapshots to focus on—a miracle here, an important work, work or relationship there. Immediately after the uproar and near riot caused by Demetrius and his fellow artisans in Ephesus, we find Paul quickening the pace of this third missionary journey so as to return to Jerusalem before Pentecost. Notice how Paul’s team has grown in both number and diversity, and by how their love for one another identifies them as disciples of Christ. The words, works and relationships displayed in, through and around the lives of Paul and his team might be the best evidence of both his spiritual authority and apostolicity or fulfillment of grace towards him to be an apostle of Christ.

1. The persistent faith and loyalty of Paul and his team. (Acts 20:1-16)

	a) The difference in purpose and pace between pastoral and apostolic ministry.

	b) The relative frequency of signs, wonders, miracles, even resurrection in apostolic ministry.

2. Running his race so that he might finish his course. (Acts 20:17-27)

	a) The authentic exercise of spiritual authority in contrast with positional authority.

	b) Spiritual leadership based upon the Person and Message of Jesus Christ.

3. Beware of wolves in shepherd’s clothing. (Acts 20:28-38)

	a) Recognizing and responding to the needs of God’s church which was purchased with God’s blood.

	b) The testimony of a man who loved God more than his own life.

Conclusion
As Paul’s third missionary journey comes to an end, he seems to recognize that while his disciples will need to continue the work of going further out from Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria to the uttermost parts of the world, his calling is to bear witness to Christ in Rome. How he knows that the road to Rome will be through Jerusalem is not clear from the text just yet, but we are now watching Paul follow his marching orders from Christ. Are we as committed to running the race that Christ has set before us?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 20:1-16. How does apostolic ministry differ from pastoral ministry?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Read Acts 20:28-38. What do you learn about Paul’s words, works and relationships from this passage?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about worship, discipleship and witness?
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