The Nature Of Spiritual Warfare
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Acts 19:11-41

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.
(Acts 19:11-16, ESV)
Introduction
We live in a time when wars are fought thousands of miles away yet simultaneously heard and seen on the electronic devices in our homes and hands. There is also a continuing spiritual conflict raging not just around us but in our hearts and homes, yet somehow remaining just beyond our sight and hearing. Here in Acts 19 we see Paul entrusted with heavenly authority and ability in the Name of Jesus to fight in this war, and we, too, are urged to take up these same spiritual weapons and prove our love and loyalty to Christ.

1. Miracles, exorcism, magic and the word of the Lord. (Acts 19:11-20)

	a) Spiritual warfare is asymmetric in nature and waged in an unseen world by numerous combatants.

	b) In this spiritual conflict there are numerous powers and authorities, but only Jesus Christ is Lord.

2. We cannot serve both God and Mammon. (Acts 19:21-31)

	a) A conflict caused by greed more than organized religion or faith.

	b) Who or what was this Artemis of the Ephesians?

3. Spiritual forces of evil in heavenly and earthly places. (Acts 19:32-41)

	a) Was the town clerk just a friend in high places or someone strategically placed there by God?

	b) Comparing and contrasting the kingdoms of this world, angelic hosts and the kingdom of God.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was not by mere coincidence that Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians contains the clearest and most concise description of a spiritual conflict which likely rages on just beyond our sight and hearing and daily impacts our lives. There are probably too many strategies, too many battles, too many combatants, and too many casualties for us to keep track of let alone understand. However, that is not our responsibility. Our responsibility is to take up that spiritual armor which God would dress us with—truth, righteousness, readiness, salvation and faith—so that we might show and tell the grace and truth of God through prayerful and meaningful relationships.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Acts 19:11-16. What was the difference between Paul and these seven sons of Sceva?
2) Read Acts 19:17-27. What changed in Ephesus and what motivated Demetrius the silversmith?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about your role and responsibility today?
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