Paul Appeals To Caesar
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Acts 24:1-25:12

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”
(Acts 25:10-12, ESV)

Introduction
Five days after Paul was escorted by 470 foot soldiers, cavalry and spearmen from Jerusalem to Caesarea, his accusers arrive and attempt to persuade Paul or the governor to return Paul to Jerusalem. While ostensibly they would try Paul fairly, it was just as likely that with Paul’s would-be assassins growing hungry and desperate, they hoped to lure Paul out without a heavy Roman guard. Because of the poor relations between the Jews and the Roman occupiers, a smaller Roman escort would easily be seen as collateral damage in their desire to silence the apostle Paul.

1. Paul’s accusers arrive in Caesarea. (Acts 24:1-9)
​
	a) Five days after Paul has been escorted to Caesarea, the high priest and elders arrive.

	b) They employ a Greek-speaking orator and advocate in an attempt to persuade Governor Felix. 

2. Paul testifies before his accusers and the governor. (Acts 24:10-27)

	a) Paul allowed to speak in his own defense.

	b) Felix alarmed by Paul’s presentation about righteousness, self-control and eternal judgment.

3. Paul appeals to Caesar. (Acts 25:1-12)

	a) The chief priests and elders tried to bring Paul back to Jerusalem, perhaps to be assassinated.

	b) Paul makes full use of his rights as a Roman citizen by appealing to the supreme court of Caesar.

Conclusion
Once Paul used his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar, the Jewish priests and elders lost all political authority to try him as one of their own people. However, before being sent to Caesar, Paul would again be interrogated by Festus, as well as King Agrippa II and his sister Bernice, and allowed to testify before these authorities as well as the leading men of the city of Caesarea (Acts 25:13-26:32). The wheels of Roman justice had begun turning and would eventually result in Paul’s martyrdom in Rome. Prior to his death, Paul would help build up the church in Rome for two years and testify of Jesus Christ before Caesar Nero, too.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Read Acts 24:24-27. As Paul spoke of faith in Jesus Christ, what caused Felix to become afraid?
2) Read Acts 25:1-12. Why did Paul appeal to the supreme court of the Roman Empire?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith in Jesus Christ today?
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