Paul Targeted For Assassination
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Acts 22:30 - 23:35

12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.”
(Acts 23:12-15, ESV)
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]If your life is not under threat today because of your profession of faith in Jesus Christ, you may be part of a shrinking worldwide minority. Targeted persecution of Christians is not just old news—as in what you are reading about here in the New Testament writings of nearly 2000 years ago—but continues today. Just this past weekend, over a hundred homes were set on fire and nearly a thousand Christians left without shelter in an overnight attack in the northern region of an African nation known for sending Christian missionaries around the world. Are you and I prepared to respond with faith as the apostle Paul did?

1. Paul brought before the chief priests and council of Jewish elders in Jerusalem. (Acts 22:30-23:11)
	
	a) Paul brought before the chief priests and council in Jerusalem.

	b) Paul treated as Christ had been, and responded as Christ had responded.

2. God’s providence and protection. (Acts 23:12-22)

	a) A plot and vow to assassinate Paul was made by more than forty men.

	b) God made sure that the plot was discovered and revealed to the Roman authorities.

3. Paul taken safely to Caesarea. (Acts 23:23-35)

	a) God provided an escort of 470 armed soldiers and cavalry to safely take Paul to Caesarea at night.

	b) This Roman escort ensured that Paul could be tried at Caesar’s tribunal and find passage to Rome. 

Conclusion
Some may not wish to read this account of how Paul was targeted, arrested and unfairly tried by the Jewish and Roman authorities. However, Luke spares us many of the gory details and helps us to see the providence and protection of God as Paul and others submit to God’s purpose and plan for their lives. We may think Christ was speaking of an isolated incident or day in the life of a disciple when we read such passages as “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23, ESV), but the call to follow Christ is for our lifetime.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read John 18:19-23 and Acts 22:30-23:5. What’s similar about the experiences of Christ and Paul?
2) Read Acts 23:12-35. How was Paul targeted by the Jews and protected by God through the Romans?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about being a witness for Christ?
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