​The Backstory Of Christmas
Hope Chapel Honolulu
John 1:1-18

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ​‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
(John 1:14-18, ESV)

Introduction
Here in the West, at least, we are probably most familiar with Luke’s account of Christ’s birth with the images of the angel speaking to the young virgin Mary, culminating with the angels announcing the birth of a baby boy lying in a manger nine months later. Unfortunately, however, our familiarity with the details of this story can make these details seem insignificant. Perhaps that’s why John’s narrative complements the other Gospel accounts by providing us with context for the birth of Christ by placing it within the mission of God.

1. Christ existed in the beginning with God. (John 1:1-5)

	a) From the beginning Christ existed together in relationship with the Father and Holy Spirit.

	b) Jesus is the Word because He alone resembles and represents all which is God (Hebrews 1:1-3).

2. John came first to bear witness so that Israel might recognize Christ. (John 1:6-13)

	a) John the Baptist, Christ's cousin according to flesh, was born six months earlier to be His witness.

	b) Christ was unrecognized and rejected by His own people, and yet He reconciles all who believe.

3. The Word became flesh and was called Jesus. (John 1:14-18; Luke 1:26-38)

	a) Christ emptied Himself so that He might be born in the likeness of men (Philippians 2:5-11).

	b) While none have seen the Father, more than 500 saw the resurrected Christ (1Corinthians 15:1-7).

Conclusion
The most important part of being a disciple of Christ is loving others as we love ourselves. This allows the grace of God to be seen, heard and felt in and through our words, works and relationships. The next is being prepared to tell others about the Person and Message of Christ so they can understand and enter into a relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit by faith in Jesus Christ. Being able to explain how Jesus Christ is not just a great man, carpenter, teacher, healer or victim of the Roman justice system, but the promised Savior and Lord of all peoples, languages and nations is the true meaning of Christmas!

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read and compare John 1:1-18 and Luke 1:26-38. What was most significant to you from these passages?
2) How does John’s narrative help us to frame the traditional Christmas narrative from Luke’s account?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about Christ’s birth today?
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