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6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”
(Mark 2:6-11, ESV)
Introduction
As Christ returned from leading His new disciples through the towns and villages of Galilee, He continued with displays of power to release from demons, heal from sickness and disease, and to forgive. Because it’s not as easy to see when someone has been forgiven, however, Christ performed miracles of healing and displayed love, acceptance and forgiveness for all who would repent and follow Him.

1. Christ’s home surrounded by crowds when His return is known. (Mark 2:1-2)

	a) After an initial foray into the towns and villages of Galilee, Christ returns home.

	b) And while the crowd probably came expecting displays of grace, Christ preached truth to them.

2. Power to forgive and heal. (Mark 2:3-12)

	a) Was it the faith of his four friends that contributed to the healing of the paralytic?

b) The healing of the paralytic was visible evidence of Christ’s power to forgive sin.

3. Jesus came not for the self-righteous, but for self-confessed sinners. (Mark 2:13-17)

	a) Christ taught the crowds as they followed Him about Capernaum.

	b) Did Christ call Levi just so the tax collectors and sinners might have a witness to the kingdom?

Conclusion
Let’s remember Francis Schaeffer’s observation that “to God there are no little people and no little places.” Archaeologists and historians say that the city of Capernaum was populated by some 1500 people in Jesus’ time, compared with the 400 or so who lived in Nazareth. While perhaps very small by the standards of our modern cities, Capernaum was large enough to have a Roman garrison, a tax station as well as its own synagogue. And it was also the place in which more of Christ’s miracles were performed than anywhere else. 

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 2:1-12. What details appear significant to you in this passage and why?
2) Read Mark 2:13-17. What was significant about the people Christ welcomed into His home and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about repentance and faith in Christ?
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