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1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”
(Mark 1:1-3, ESV)

Introduction
The Gospel of Mark was written first, just after Peter’s martyrdom in 66-67 A.D., and is very different in its organization from the other three canonical gospel accounts. Early Church leaders noted that John Mark learned the gospel from Peter while serving as his translator and that this probably influenced the organization of this gospel. While some have argued that Mark’s gospel was inferior to the others because of its style and content, Mark provides us with the earliest window into the faith of Christ’s disciples.

1. The gospel of Jesus Christ according to John Mark. (Mark 1:1-3)

a) The gospel as taught by Peter to John Mark.

	b) From Peter’s perspective, the gospel began with the appearance of John the Baptist.

2. The ministry and message of Jesus’ cousin John. (Mark 1:4-8)

	a) John proclaimed and practiced a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

	b) John taught that while he baptized with water, Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit.

3. The baptism and temptation of Jesus. (Mark 1:9-13)

	a) Jesus came to be baptized by John in the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.

	b) After confirmation of His identity and relationship with the Father, Christ was led into temptation.

Conclusion
Our initial look at the Person and Message of Jesus Christ begins with the testimony of John the Baptist, and concludes with the voice of God the Father, the leading of God the Holy Spirit and Christ’s initial victory over Satan. In this brief, almost terse testimony from the perspective of the man whose loyalty to Christ would lead him to attempt to walk on water and eventually (if the testimony of the apocryphal Acts of Peter are to believed) be crucified upside down, we find Christ’s identity and mission clearly identified: the Son of God who came to destroy the works of the devil and make those who believe into living temples of the Holy Spirit.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Compare the beginning of the other gospels with Mark. What seems most significant to you and why?
2) What do you think of Mark’s simplicity and why it was useful for the Gentile believers in Rome at the time?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the Person and Message of Christ?
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