The Holy One Of God
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Mark 1:14-34

23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”
(Mark 1:23-27, ESV)

Introduction
As John the Baptist’s ministry of announcing the arrival of the Messiah having been completed, God the Father allows him to be arrested as God the Son’s public ministry begins. Almost as runners hand off a baton in a relay race, the focus of Peter and Mark’s narrative quickly moves from John to Christ, as Christ comes into Galilee preaching of the kingdom of God and urging the people to repent and entrust themselves to God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Christ, the gospel and the first gospelers. (Mark 1:14-20)

	a) “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (v.15).

	b) “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men” (v.17).

2. Not just the truth but the power and authority of God’s Word. (Mark 1:21-28)

	a) What does it mean to teach God’s Word with authority?

	b) Demons recognized Christ as “the Holy One of God” or “eimi hagios theos.”

3. The disciples begin to believe and entrust their needs to Christ. (Mark 1:29-34)

	a) Christ heals Simon’s mother-in-law of a fever.

	b) Christ “would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew Him” (v.34).

Conclusion
The immediate response of Simon, Andrew, James and John to, at least temporarily, leave their nets, boats and vocations behind to follow Christ probably seems indicative of another time and place for most who will read my sentences or hear my voice. However, for both these disciples and those demons, the authority of Christ made it clear that it was never a matter of whether or not they had time for faith or religion, but a matter of choosing life or death. Discipleship has really never been optional, and salvation by grace through faith in Christ has always required our faith and loyalty.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 1:14-20. What is a fisher of men? Are you a fisher of men?
2) Read Mark 1:21-28. What seems most significant from this passage to you and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the gospel?
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