Loyalty and Relationship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 3:20-35

28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
(Mark 3:28-30, ESV)

Introduction
Immediately after choosing the Twelve, Christ returns to his home in Capernaum where He is again surrounded by crowds of people. That probably wasn’t unusual. What seems unusual were the tactics used by Christ’s accusers and the concern of Christ’s mother and brothers for His sanity. Considering the angelic vision and fulfillment of prophecy, why might Mary and His brothers have had doubts or fears about Jesus?

1. Jesus’ mother and brothers fear for His sanity. (Mark 3:20-21)

	a) Right after selecting the Twelve, Jesus returns to Capernaum and is surrounded by a crowd.

	b) And His family begins to question His sanity.

2. The scribes from Jerusalem say Christ was demon-possessed. (Mark 3:22-30)

	a) Unable to prevail against His teaching and authority, Christ’s source of power is questioned.

	b) Blasphemy against the Father and Son can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not.

3. Faith, loyalty, obedience, relationship and reward. (Mark 3:31-35)

	a) Right after Christ is accused by the religious authorities, Mary and his brothers arrive.

	b) “Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”

Conclusion
No sooner does Christ choose and appoint the Twelve is His character and source of power questioned. Not only were His mother and brothers alarmed by His teaching and activity, but also the religious leadership in Jerusalem sent scribes to Capernaum to slow down or stop the threat of Christ’s growing popularity posed to the religious establishment. However, just as Christ’s teaching and authority are not of this world, so also His understanding and practice of loyalty and relationship are unlike that of the kingdoms of this world.
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For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 3:20-30. What is Christ accused of and what does His response about the Holy Spirit mean?
2) Read and compare Mark 3:31-35 and John 15:12-17. What is Christ saying about loyalty and relationship?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the Person and Message of Christ?

021322cdg@hch

