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21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? 22 For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25 For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”
(Mark 4:21-25, ESV)

Introduction
Mark’s gospel narrative here appears to refer to an extended presentation by Christ that included at least four more parables after He explained the parable of the sower to the Twelve and those who were with them. When we read closely, we can see that not only wisdom and truth come from Christ’s mouth, but also power and authority over even the wind and waves. Let’s pay careful attention to Christ’s teaching here and learn what His words mean for you and me, too.

1. Parables about lamps and measures.  (Mark 4:21-25)

	a) What is the meaning of the lamp here and its relationship to you?

	b) What is the meaning of the measure here and what has it to do with you?

2.The mystery of the kingdom and the marvel of the mustard tree.  (Mark 4:26-34)

	a) What is the meaning of Christ’s kingdom extrapolation of the parable of the sower?

	b) Why does Christ compare the kingdom of God with the mustard tree and what can we learn?

3. Christ’s authority over even the wind and sea.  (Mark 4:35-41)

	a) Why did Jesus lead them on a boat excursion that day and why were the disciples afraid?

	b) Why did Christ reveal Himself to be so much more than just a healer, prophet or teacher?

Conclusion
Christ’s teachings here weren’t just about the kingdom of God. They were also about His purpose for and intended partnership with those who would repent, follow and believe Him. While the things Christ spoke of probably seemed both great and mysterious to His listeners, He had begun to reveal to them how important they were in God’s plan of salvation for the world. For even though the kingdom of God began in small ways and often grows slowly, the authority and power of God over all of creation ensures its witness and spread.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Which of Christ’s teachings here in Mark 4:21-34 seems most important to you and why?
2) What seems most significant to you about the disciples’ stormy boat ride with Jesus and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God revealing to you about your relationship with God and His world?
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