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10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that “‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?
(Mark 4:10-13, ESV)

Introduction
While I am not sure if Christ’s parable of the sower and four kinds of soil is the best-known of His parables, it is certainly one of the most important for those who would be, go and make disciples. There are many actors and elements in this parable—a sower, seed, birds, rocks, the sun and thorns—yet the most significant factor with regard to fruitfulness is the condition of the soil.

1. How Christ taught the crowds. (Mark 4:1-9)

	a) Have you ever wondered why Christ spoke to crowds in parables and preachers don’t?

	b) A sower, seeds, soil, birds, rocks, the sun and thorns…what does all this mean?

2. How Christ taught His disciples and why. (Mark 4:10-13)

	a) Christ’s rhythms of worship, discipleship and witness.

	b) Why did Christ teach the crowds in parables but teach His disciples plainly?

3. The key to understanding all the other parables of Christ. (Mark 4:14-20)

	a) The sower, the word and Satan.

	b) The connection between the soil and human beings that might not make it into English.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christ’s private tutoring session with the Twelve reveals to us that the soil serves as a metaphor for our hearts, and the various conditions of those soils—hard, rocky, shallow, full of weeds or good—speak of the condition of our hearts. It’s interesting to note that the sower and the seed are constant in each scenario, and while there are other factors, ultimately it is the condition of our hearts that determines fruitfulness.

For our prayerful practice, study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 4:1-20. What did Christ do differently with the crowds and His disciples, and why?
2) What did Christ say in this passage that seems significant to you and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the condition of your life?
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