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Mark 6:1-29

17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
(Mark 6:17-20, ESV)

Introduction
Christ’s witness about John the Baptist to the people after John’s arrest makes it clear that the Son of God thought very highly of John, and not just because he was a cousin of Jesus. Christ testified that John was not only “more than a prophet,” but also the fulfillment of a prophetic promise: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you” (Malachi 3:1). Jesus went on to say, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist” and that John was “the Elijah who is to come” (Matthew 11:7-15). And yet John was killed at the command of the unrighteous.

1. Christ rejected by the people of His hometown.  (Mark 6:1-6)

	a) Those who knew Christ personally were greatly surprised by His wisdom and authority.

	b) “A prophet without honor in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own household.”

2. Christ commissions and sends out the Twelve.  (Mark 6:7-13)

	a) The Twelve begin to share Christ’s authority and ministry of reconciliation.

	b) They ministered in the power and authority of Christ as part of their apprenticeship.

3. A king’s foolish vow results in the death of John the Baptist. (Mark 6:14-29)

	a) King Herod had earlier killed his brother Philip to take his wife Herodias for himself.

	b) Herodias plots to have King Herod kill John the Baptist to silence John’s witness of righteousness.

Conclusion
Despite rejection, Christ takes the next step in the development of the Twelve by sending them out two-by-two with both authority over demons and operational directions seemingly intended to help the Twelve grow in their own trust in God and persevere in the face of opposition. Christ could only perform a few miracles of healing in His hometown, yet the Twelve “cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them” (Mark 6:13).

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 6:1-13. How did Christ respond when rejected by those who thought they knew Him?
2) Read Mark 6:14-29 with Matthew 11:1-15 and 14:1-12. What do the gospels say about John the Baptist?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about worship, discipleship and witness?
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