Two Miracles Twelve Years in the Making
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Mark 5:21-43

39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.
(Mark 5:39-42, ESV)

Introduction
As Mark’s narrative continues we come across two seemingly unrelated miracles—a healing and a resurrection—involving two women, one at the beginning of her womanhood and the other seemingly nearer to her end. In a very real sense the miracles we read about in Mark 5:21-43 were both some twelve years in the making before these women met Christ. While many of us are desperate for an abundant life or a healed life, the truth is that the path to such lives may well be through sudden loss or prolonged suffering.

1. The intentionality of the Father expressed through the Son. (Genesis 1:1-2:3; Mark 5:21-24)

	a) “…The works that I am doing bear witness that the Father has sent me” (John 5:36).

b) “…All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

2. The faith and healing of the woman with a chronic emission of blood. (Leviticus 15:25-31; Mark 5:25-34)

	a) The faith of that woman who had suffered from an issue of blood for twelve years.

b) A God-given opportunity that she made sure not to miss.

3. Christ attempts to quietly raise a young girl from the dead. (Mark 5:35-43)

	a) “Do not fear, only believe” (Mark 5:36).

	b) Christ worked miracles out of love and compassion, not for fame.

Conclusion
No less intentionally than with the deliverance and healing of the demon-possessed man of the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1-20) earlier, Christ seems to have been led, even placed just where and when He was needed. The seemingly incidental healing of the woman with the twelve-year issue of blood was actually very intentional on her part, and providential on Gods part—have you ever tried pushing your way through a crowd before? And as for the healing of the young daughter of a synagogue ruler from Christ’s hometown—would he have witnessed Christ’s teaching and healing of that demon-possessed man (Mark 1:21-28) in his own synagogue?

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Review Mark 5:21-43. Do you believe Christ’s actions here were random or intentional and why?
2) Read Leviticus 15:25-30. What was significant about Christ’s response to this woman and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the Person of Jesus Christ?
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