Christ Has Done All Things Well
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 7:24-37

36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
(Mark 7:36-37, ESV)

Introduction
Tyre and Sidon are now located across the Israeli border with Lebanon nearly 75 kilometers or 47 miles northwest of the Galilee region. Once in that area of the Promised Land settled by the tribes of Asher and Zebulun, these former Canaanite cities are currently known as Sour and Saida. Christianity today is a multicultural and multiethnic faith shared around the world, with the entire Bible translated into the 717 languages spoken by nearly 5.8 billion people according to the Wycliffe Global Alliance. However, Christ was only sent to the house of Israel during the first three years of his ministry (Matthew 15:24).

1. The faith of a Syrophoenician woman. (Mark 7:24-30)

	a) Even at the northern border of Israel, Christ’s words, works, and presence could not be hidden.

	b) The faith of this Gentile mother wouldn’t allow her to be deterred by the prevailing prejudice.

2. An unusual manner of healing. (Mark 7:31-35)

	a) Christ returns to the region of Galilee where the people appeared to have been waiting for Him.

	b) Christ heals this deaf and mute man privately in an apparently peculiar fashion.

3. The love and good works of Christ could not be hidden. (Mark 7:36-37)

	a) Christ showed no interest in fame and notoriety, telling even eyewitnesses to keep quiet.

	b) But nearly everyone who saw and heard Christ was “astonished beyond measure.”

Conclusion
Christ’s words, works, and relationships were focused upon an Aramaic and Hebrew-speaking audience. Although Christ would later command His apostles to go and make disciples of all nations, the goal of His ministry was to remind the House of Israel the grace and truth of God and call a few to follow, be with, and learn from Him. However, His love and compassion would cause Him to respond to the faith of those outside the House of Israel, too. While the Church would only begin to recognize the global heart of God some 15-25 years later (see Acts 10, 13, and 15), the kingdom of God was already in their midst (Mark 1:15).

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Read Mark 7:24-30. What barriers did the Syrophoenician mother’s faith have to overcome?
2) Read Mark 7:31-37. What stands out the most for you and why?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about faith in God?
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