​Living in Hope
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Matthew 28:1-20

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:16-20, ESV)

Introduction
Once Christ triumphantly entered Jerusalem—what you may celebrate as Palm Sunday—the four gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John speak with one voice about the identity of Christ’s betrayer, Christ’s betrayal and arrest, Peter’s denial of Christ, Christ’s two appearances before Pontius Pilate, His crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. This doesn’t make the other events in Christ’ life less authentic nor does it make one of the canonical gospel accounts better than the others. However, it does make the basic facts of the gospel clear so that we might hear, believe, and live in hope. 

1. The morning of Christ’s resurrection. (Matthew 28:1-7)

	a) The women went back to complete Jesus’ burial only to find an empty tomb.

	b) The Father had no qualms with having the women be the first witnesses to Christ’s resurrection.

2. The fear and great joy of the eyewitnesses. (Matthew 28:8-15)

	a) A brief comparison of the gospel accounts of what happened on the morning of His resurrection.

	b) The plot of the chief priests and elders was foiled and then doubled by bribery and deceit.

3. Instruction for living in hope. (Matthew 28:16-20)

	a) The remaining disciples return to the appointed meeting place in Galilee, but some doubted.

	b) “I will be with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Conclusion
The contents of what has been called The Great Commission are God’s directions to live in hope until the return of Jesus Christ. These directions are not religious in nature, but relational, for we are called and chosen to share in Christ’s authority over heaven and earth that we might help prepare the nations for the return of Christ, too. We are to do this by showing and telling, modeling and mentoring others to live and love like Jesus through the processes of evangelism and baptism, as well as worship, discipleship, and witness. We are called to life, liberty, and the pursuit of holiness until Christ returns.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) How do the gospel accounts differ from other historical documents of their time?
2) Read Matthew 28:18-20. How and why is this an encouragement to live in hope of Christ’s return?
3) What are the Word, Spirit, and People of God showing and telling you about living in hope today?
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