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11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
(Mark 8:11-15, ESV)

Introduction
Lately, whenever I come across a miracle performed by Christ while reading one of the gospel accounts, I am reminded of the closing sentence of the gospel narrative recorded by the apostle: “Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25, ESV). While I’m convinced that all of Christ’s miracles were meaningful for those who directly benefited from God’s displays of the power, love, and faithfulness, whenever Christ refers to something He tried to teach by means of a miracle, we must pay close attention to what the Word, Spirit, and People of God are trying to teach us.

1. Christ again feeds thousands miraculously. (Mark 8:1-10)

	a) The compassion of God revealed through Jesus’ words and works.

	b) Seven loaves feed more than four thousand people with seven baskets of leftovers.

2. The leaven of the Pharisees and the Herodians.  (Mark 8:11-21)

	a) Christ miraculously fed the crowds at least twice.

	b) What was Christ trying to teach His disciples through these miracles?

3. A blind man healed at Bethsaida. (Mark 8:22-26)

	a) Another seemingly peculiar miracle performed by Christ.

	b) Christ again tries to keep a miracle secret.

Conclusion
Christ moved on from that unnamed location where He again miraculously fed thousands with just a few loaves and fish to the district of Dalmanutha where the Pharisees had pursued and accosted Christ with accusations and demands based on their own worldview and assumptions. Then Christ returned to Bethsaida where He had earlier walked on water and calmed the storm. Perhaps His healing of the blind man was just as much a sign to the disciples of what they failed to see and understand about Christ. While the Pharisees were focused on self-justification and the Herodians on political and material gain to rule over others, Christ wanted the disciples to realize that He alone could justify and that his authority is founded on the steadfast power, love, and faithfulness of God.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Compare Mark 6:35-44 and 8:1-9. Compare these two miracles and talk about what you learned.
2) Read Mark 8:11-21. If you had been there with the disciples, what would you have said or done?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the grace and truth of Christ?

