​Traditions, Commandments, and Righteousness
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 7:1-23

And (Christ) said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
(Mark 7:20-23, ESV)

Introduction
As word-of-mouth causes people from Galilee to Jerusalem to marvel at the words and works of Christ and His disciples, the backlash from the religious establishment results in increasing accusations to cancel Jesus. Nonetheless, as the Jewish elders attempt to use the Law of Moses to defame Christ and deter His expression of the Missio Dei, the Word of God clarifies that the message of the Scriptures is about Him.

1. The tradition of the elders or the commandments of God? (Mark 7:1-5)

	a) The relationship between tradition, culture, religion, and righteousness.

	b) What does it mean to follow another disciple as they follow Christ?

2. The Word of God or the traditions of men. (Mark 7:6-13)

	a) Do you think of God’s commandments as absolute truth or something less?

	b) Do you think God might have a problem with any of your sources, beliefs, or practices?

3. Seeing Christ’s revelation about righteousness in light of redemption. (Mark 7:14-23)

	a) Why is it not what goes into our bodies, but what comes out of our lives, that defiles us?

	b) What do your words, works, and relationships reveal about your faith in God?

Conclusion
Passages such as Leviticus 11:1-47 and 15:1-12, along with Deuteronomy 23:9-14 demonstrate why God taught Israel how to distinguish between that which was righteous and unrighteous, as well as clean and unclean behavior. However, Christ, looking forward not only to His redemption, resurrection, and return, but also to the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit, makes it clear that the condition of our hearts must be our priority. Since Christ will return to ultimately judge everyone, the judgments of others don’t matter except when pertaining to loving our neighbors as ourselves.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Compare Mark 7:1-5 with Leviticus 15:1-12. What was Jesus being accused of?
2) Compare Mark 7:14-23 with Leviticus 11:1-47. Do you normally eat any of these? Does it still matter?
3) What are the Word, Spirit, and People of God showing and telling you about righteousness in Christ?
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