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Mark 9:30-50

33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
(Mark 9:33-37, ESV)
Introduction
Just as a quick Google search of “leadership” finds almost SEVEN BILLION articles, there are probably almost as many ideas about leadership as there are people on this planet. While I personally agree with those who think Jesus Christ is the greatest leader who ever lived, I’m not sure that He loved people because He was a great leader as much as people followed Him because He loved them greatly. Are we called to love or lead?

1. The continuing mystery of the suffering Messiah. (Isaiah 53:1-12; Mark 9:30-32)

	a) Christ increasingly needs to be discrete about His locations and intentions.

	b) The disciples unable to understand Christ’s teaching about the suffering Messiah.

2. Servitude, attitude, and leadership aptitude in the kingdom of God. (Mark 9:33-41)

	a) It seems that we are called to love and not necessarily to lead, at least not as the world thinks.

	b) We are not to think of other believers or local churches as enemies but as family.

3. The responsibility of leaders and people of influence. (Mark 9:42-50)

	a) While temptation to sin may be unavoidable, we must be careful not to cause others to sin.

	b) What does “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another” mean?

Conclusion
While Christ’s command to go, baptize, teach, and make disciples requires every disciple to become a leader of at least one follower, each of us is ultimately called to follow Christ. However, the form of leadership we are called to is one of serving others and leading by example. You and I have been called to love others as Christ has loved us so that just as you and I follow Christ, our disciples, too, might follow us as we follow Christ.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Read Mark 9:33-41. What does Christ teach the disciples and what should these lessons mean to us today?
2) Read Mark 9:42-50. What warnings does Christ give to leaders and influencers?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about our witness and responsibility?
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