​Love and Faithfulness
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 10:1-16
[bookmark: _Hlk103756563]
13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.
(Mark 10:13-16, ESV)

Introduction
Perhaps because of the global nature of entertainment and advertising, church weddings and all the trappings of ceremony, dress, and ritual have become known around the world. Unfortunately, as beautiful as those thoughts and images may be, the fact that Christian marriages are just as likely to end in divorce as any other marriage is troubling. We may tend to think that salvation is based upon right choice, right belief, and right behavior rather than right relationship, right behavior, and right belief. If so, we fail to see how important relationship is to our worship, discipleship, and witness. What did Christ say about this?

1. The God who is Love and the love God desires for and from us. (Mark 10:1-4)

	a) God’s relationship with the People of God is a marriage covenant (Hosea 6:1-7).

	b) Why does marriage matter to God (Ephesians 5:22-33)?

​2. God’s original intention corrupted by sin, transgression, and iniquity. (Mark 10:5-12)

	a) The Son of God begins His response with God’s original intention and design for mankind.

	b) The divine principles of human nature and relationship according to the Son of God.

3. The strong, the weak, and the kingdom of God. (Mark 10:13-16)

	a) The conditions God has determined to receive and enter the kingdom of God.

	b) The necessity of a multigenerational and mutual community for worship, discipleship, and witness.

Conclusion
While being married is not a requirement for worship, discipleship, or witness, how we love our parents, spouse, children, and neighbors matters greatly to God and impacts our ability to show and tell the grace and truth of Christ. Marriage needs to be just as much about the pursuit of holiness as happiness. Parenting is our best opportunity to be and make disciples who are equipped, empowered, and encouraged to make disciples themselves. How can your relationships better represent that of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4 and Ephesians 5:22-33. How do these passages complement each other?
2) Read Mark 10:5-9. What is Christ plainly teaching the disciples here about men, women, and marriage?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about right relationships?
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