As Passion Week Began
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 10:32 - 11:11

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
(Mark 10:41-45, ESV)

Introduction
The narrative account we read here in Mark 10:32-11:11 speaks of one very long day in the life of Christ and His disciples. While from our perspective we can see that this was not just another ordinary day, when we read the text and imagine the thoughts and feelings of the disciples, they seem to have been largely unaware of the events that had begun to unfold around them. However, before we judge the Eleven, perhaps we should reassess how aware we are of the words and works of God?

1. The benchmarks of Jesus Christ the Son of God and servant leader. (Mark 10:32-45)

	a) Christ-like leadership requires much more than just right belief, choice, or action.

	b) Who’s the most Christ-like leader you know and have followed?

2. The persistent faith and attachment of Bartimaeus. (Mark 10:46-52)

	a) The faith, expression, and experience of Bartimaeus.

	b) Christ’s command and Bartimaeus’ response to follow Christ.

3. The beginning of the end. (Mark 11:1-11)
​
	a) The triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem according to Peter.

	b) The almost anticlimactic entrance of Christ into Jerusalem and the Temple according to Mark.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk104970009]While the Eleven seemed largely oblivious to the significance of what was taking place before their very eyes, the blind son of Timaeus—Bartimaeus—was persistent in making the most of his opportunity to meet this Son of David, Jesus Christ. And when asked what it was that Bartimaeus wanted of Christ, he had obviously made up his mind, not just what he desired, but what he would do should Christ heal his blindness.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Read Mark 10:32-45. Describe the relative maturity and competence of the Eleven at this point in time.
2) Read Mark 10:46-52. Compare Bartimaeus’ persistence, faith, and attachment for Christ with your own.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you from this passage of Mark?
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