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Mark 14:32-65

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
(Mark 14:32-36, ESV)

Introduction
By the end of the very same day that unnamed woman anointed Christ for burial at Simon the Leper’s house (Mark 14:3-9), Christ is betrayed, arrested, and brought before the high priest to face His accusers. It was not just a long and eventful day, but probably a very frightening one, too, judging by the flight of the disciples as Christ surrenders to the armed mob sent by the chief priests, scribes, and elders. While we may know much of the content of this story, let’s take a closer look at the participants and the context to see what we can learn about faith in and faithfulness to God.

1. Christ’s example of trust and obedience. (Mark 14:32-43)

	a) Christ’s example and entreaty for the disciples to watch and pray with Him.

	b) The faith and faithfulness of the Son of God in the face of sorrow and despair.

2. The betrayal and abandonment of Christ. (Mark 14:44-52)

	a) The betrayal by Judas Iscariot.

	b) Christ abandoned in fear by all of His followers.

3. Christ’s confirmation and confession (Mark 14:53-65)

	a) The Jewish elders were desperate to find even two witnesses in agreement against Christ.

	b) Without Christ’s confession and reference to the prophecy of Daniel 7:13, they had no case.

Conclusion
A close reading of this passage reveals at least three new insights. First, Christ’s admonition to Peter to “watch and pray” was more than a general instruction about prayer; it was a request to pray in concert with Jesus as He was about to be abducted. Second, Christ’s submission to the mob had everything to do with His willful submission to the Messianic prophecies that told of God’s redemption of His people. And third, Christ’s accusers had no evidence of wrongdoing, let alone wrongdoing deserving of death. If not for Christ’s honest answer to the high priest’s desperate question, Christ’s accusers may have been stymied.

For your prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Let’s begin by renewing a joyful connection with God and then with one another.
2) Share the one thing that the Word and Spirit of God impressed on you from Mark 14:32-65.
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about trust and obedience?
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