Christ Was a Victim of Corruption
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 14:66-15:20

12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
(Mark 15:12-15, ESV)

Introduction
Living in a day and age when corruption exists at high levels of government and business makes it easier to imagine the corruption that Christ faced. Christ was born into a conquered nation, ruled by their own people, but subject to the civil and military authority of the Roman Empire. History tells us that Jerusalem was a difficult assignment for the Roman military and civil authorities, largely because of cultural and historical conflict. Even in those times, however, ruler and ruled learned to find ways to gain the cooperation of the other.

1. Peter’s denial of Christ.  (Mark 14:66-72)
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

	a) Despite his best intentions, Peter denies his relationship with Christ thrice as he was warned.

	b) When Peter remembered Christ’s warning, he broke down and wept.

2. The Jewish conspiracy against Christ. (Mark 15:1-11)
​1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.
6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 9 And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead.

	a)  The Jewish leaders, unable to execute Christ under Roman law, coerce Pilate to do so.

	b) Pilate initially recognized the motivation of the Jews in bringing Christ for judgment.

3. Pilate’s politically expedient choice.  (Mark 15:12-20)
12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.

	a) The Jews applied political pressure on Pilate to release Barabbas and crucify Christ.

	b) Pilate eventually gives in to the politically expedient choice to crucify Christ.

Conclusion
The Jews were subjected to the rule of Caesar because they were conquered by the Romans. Although the Jews were allowed to retain limited position and power over their own people, they were not permitted to exercise the death penalty; Caesar alone could make that call. That is why the chief priests, scribes and elders conspired to try and find Christ guilty of a capital crime and then convince the Romans to execute Him. While on the surface this should have not been so, political expediency often shaped the decisions of the day.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Practice curiosity, appreciation, kindness, and appropriate eye contact as we break bread together.
2) Share a thought or question about the content or context of Mark 14:66-15:20.
3) What are the Word, Spirit, and People of God encouraging you to do with what you learned today?
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