​Conspiracy and Costly Worship
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 14:1-31

  Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.”
(Mark 14:3-9, ESV)

Introduction
There are two accounts in the Bible of costly worship that continue to stand out for me. The first account is King David dancing and leading the procession that brought the ark of the covenant back to Israel in 2 Samuel 6:12-16. The second involves the pouring of expensive ointment which we can find in Mark 14 and Matthew 26:6-16. In both passages, we find a stark contrast between one who worships God and another who doesn’t. Such is the nature of human hearts: who and what we worship—God, idols, or ourselves—shapes not only our choices, but our destinies, too.

1. Christ worshiped and anointed for burial at the home of Simon the Leper. (Mark 14:1-9)

	a) The conspiracy of the Jewish priests and scribes against Christ.

	b) Seeing one woman’s costly worship of Christ as a vital part of the gospel message.

2. In stark contrast to the woman who worshiped is the disciple who betrayed Christ. (Mark 14:10-21)

	a) Judas Iscariot’s fateful choice to betray Jesus for a financial reward.

	b) The authority and omniscience displayed here by the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

3. The content and context of the first communion. (Mark 14:22-31)

	a) The content of communion from the Exodus until the Early Church.

	b) The context of communion then and the disciples’ breaking of bread until now.

Conclusion
This Mark 14:1-31 passage confronts us with both conspiracy and costly worship. It’s interesting to me that while the woman who worshiped Christ and anointed Him for burial remains unnamed, the name of the disciple who betrayed Christ for a mere thirty pieces of silver has been synonymous with betrayal for almost 2,000 years. I believe the former’s anonymity serves as a reminder that true worship is always about the object of our worship; the latter’s identification serves as a reminder that the pursuit of personal privilege, profit, and pleasure is incompatible with true worship, discipleship, and witness. 

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice joyful connection with God and then with one another at your tables and in your breakout rooms.
2) What is the one thing that seems most important to you from Mark 14:1-31?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the gospel today?
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