Showing Love and Loyalty to God
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 12:13-44

32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.
(Mark 12:32-34, ESV)

Introduction
If we were to just focus on the conversation between Christ and the scribe recorded in Mark 12:28-34, this would be enough for a typical “Church As We Know It” (CAWKI) kind of sermon. However, CAWKI usually doesn’t encourage active participation in worship, discipleship, and witness as much as a passive observation of someone else’s attempts to worship, disciple or give witness to the grace and truth of God. Instead, let’s try to follow Christ with the disciples and attempt to imagine what they thought and felt that day.

1. What do our words, works and relationships say about our loves and loyalties? (Mark 12:13-27)

a) Seeing love and loyalty as matters of worship because of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.

b) Is your sense of love or loyalty a temporary or eternal thing, a matter of face or of the heart?

2. Our love for God revealed by love for neighbors and even enemies. (Mark 12:28-34)

a) While the scribe thought there was but one greatest commandment, Christ answered with two.

b) We can’t really love God without loving those whom God loves (Matthew 5:43-48; 1John 4:20).

3. A glimpse into God’s perspective on relationship and community. (Mark 12:35-44)

a) Because God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are a divine community, relationships are holy.

b) God judges our worship based on what we have and not what others may or may not have.

Conclusion
Knowledge alone neither changes nor saves us. We need to faithfully apply God’s grace and truth through love and good works for the life and transformation Christ offers. Like that scribe who challenged Christ by asking what the greatest commandment was, we must also learn how knowledge and obedience go together just as worship and relationship do in the kingdom of God. Let’s not be like the scribes who “devour widow’s houses” and “make long prayers.” Let’s be like the widow who gives her all to God.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Practice joyful connection with God and then with one another at your tables and in your breakout rooms.
2) What’s the one thing that the Word and Spirit of God are showing and telling you from Mark 12:13-44?
3) Briefly share with one another what you feel God desires from and for you, then pray for one another.
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