​The Return of the Son of Man
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Mark 13:1-37

32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
(Mark 13:32-37, ESV)
Introduction
Immediately after Christ pointed out the trust displayed by the poor widow who gave all she had in worship (Mark 12:41-44), one of His disciples appears to have a “squirrel moment.” As they come out of the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem—the first temple was destroyed in 587 B.C.E. by the Babylonians—this unnamed disciple is amazed by the apparent splendor of this second temple rebuilt in 516 B.C.E. Although this disciple is impressed by the magnificence of what was then called King Herod’s temple, Christ is focused upon what will occur after the destruction of this second temple and the building of a third.

1. Seeing the fulfillment of the Great Commission in light of eternity. (Mark 13:1-13)

	a) Christ foretells the destruction of King Herod’s temple.

	b) Wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, and famine are “but the beginning of the birth pains.”

2. Christ spoke of an ongoing spiritual conflict with both local and global impact. (Mark 13:14-27)

	a) A time of greater tribulation than ever before in the history of mankind.

	b) This time of great tribulation is just a prelude to the return of Christ in clouds of power and glory.

3. We must be ready at all times as only God the Father knows when Christ will return. (Mark 13:28-37)

	a) The mysterious meaning and significance of “houtos genea” or “this generation” in Mark 13:30.

	b) Because none but God the Father knows the timing of the end, we must always be ready.

Conclusion
Christ’s foretelling of the destruction of the second temple, which was fulfilled in 70 A.D., was not the main point of His instruction here. The main point Christ was trying to communicate to His disciples was that while He had indeed come to save the world, He would return someday to judge the world, too. Because Christ made it clear that only God the Father knew the timing of God the Son’s return and “it is appointed to men once to die and then to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27), speculating about when Christ will return is not as important as being ready for it.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice joyful connection with God and then with one another at your tables and in your breakout rooms.
2) What is the main thing that the Word and Spirit of God impressed upon you from Mark 13:1-37?
3) What are the Word and Spirit of God showing and telling you about the return of Jesus Christ?
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