August 14, 2022 – Who’s Plan is it Anyway?
Esther 2:7-4:14

8 So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king's palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the king's palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. (Esther 2:8-10, ESV)

Introduction
The Bible is full of stories of famous people that God has used to do incredible things. Most of them started off as ordinary people whose plans were altered by God to accomplish something extraordinary, often despite their shortcomings. I felt that the book of Esther really paralleled my story of how God altered my plans, despite my shortcomings.















Conclusion
God has a plan for everyone, although we may not realize that plan. In Ephesians 2:10 NLT, it states that “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Jesus Christ, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” Like Esther, I would have never predicted the plan that God laid out for me. The timing of God’s plan is so perfect that it cannot be explained through coincidence, but by the divine power of God. Therefore, anything is possible. The bottom line for me is having faith and trusting God to allow His plan to develop. I think we all struggle with trusting God during times of hardship because the path may not be visible or easy.
For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) What plan has God placed on your heart and what was the outcome?
2) Have you ever encountered others who interfered with that plan? If so, how did you respond?
3) How often do you reach out to God and just trust Him?
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Fall DMN: The Local Church on Mission – This series is open to pastors and leaders who want to go on missions or have already gone on missions, and designed to help them equip, empower, and encourage others with the necessary knowledge and skills for effective mission efforts at home and abroad. For more information and registration, visit our website, app, Eventbrite page, or check out the display in the back of the assembly area. Workshops are open to those within and beyond HCH. Secure your spot; space is limited!

Masks Welcome - As students return to school and many of us continue to care for elderly parents and young children who have not been vaccinated, we will continue to witness to our love for God and one another through our health checks and “masks welcome” stance. Christ said very clearly, it is by the love we show for one another that we will be identified as His followers (John 13:34-35)!

Hope Chapel Honolulu's in-person and virtual gatherings are routinely recorded and or photographed. Your presence at our in-person and virtual gatherings constitutes your informed consent, allowing us to use your image, voice, and likeness on our website and app, or on our audio and visual products. Thank you.
