​A Living Hope
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 Peter 1:1-21

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
(1 Peter 1:3-5, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk112134146]Some thirty years after Christ was crucified, resurrected, and ascended to heaven in the sight of the Eleven, Peter had become the apostle to the Jews as Paul had to the Gentiles. No longer that impulsive and unlearned follower of Christ we read about in Mark, the first dozen chapters of Acts, and Galatians 2:11-14, Peter had come to understand the living hope to which God the Son personally invited him to know, receive and share with others. Let’s allow this version of Peter to stretch our faith and hope in God!

1. The significance of grace and peace. (1 Peter 1:1-2)

	a) Who was Peter writing to and what does it mean to be an “elect exile”?

	b) What does it mean for grace and peace to be multiplied to us?

2. Have you been born again to a living hope? (1 Peter 1:3-12)

	a) What does it mean for you to be “born again to a living hope” and how did this happen?

	b) Why does God allow grief, trial, and suffering in the lives of His saints?

3. So that your faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:13-21)

	a) What does it mean for grace to first be extended and then brought to you and me?

	b) What does it mean for you and me to fully set our faith and hope in God?

Conclusion
When Peter writes of faith and hope, he’s not talking about religion or theology as much as he’s talking about right relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the people of God and this present world that we live in. That’s what it means for us to be holy in our words, works, and relationships. While we are truly saved by grace through faith, the way our faith is displayed through our words, works, and relationships is vitally important for our witness and reward.

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Practice CAKE with one another and then discuss the last time you remember being in “enemy mode.”
2) Read 1 Peter 1:1-21 and share the one idea that seemed most important to you.
3) Confess one thing that is difficult for you to trust God with and then pray for one another.
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