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Mark 16:1-20

14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and He rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw Him after He had risen. 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”
(Mark 16:14-15, ESV)

Introduction
As we come to the end of what we commonly refer to as The Gospel According to Mark, it seems helpful to remind us that this account was the first to be written after at least thirty years of oral tradition. In other words, until Mark wrote down the gospel witness of the apostle Peter, the contents of what became the gospel of Mark, as well as that of Matthew, Luke, and John had been passed along by word of mouth. While this might seem very complicated, if not impossible, to modern readers, the New Testament writers agree that “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17, ESV).

1. The faith and fear of the disciples. (Mark 16:1-8)

a) The desire of the women to properly pay their respects.

b) Their frightened response to the unexpected angelic messenger.

2. Christ reappears to Mary Magdalene and then the others. (Mark 16:9-13)

a) Answering questions about the authenticity and authority of the Scriptures.

b) Christ gives proof of His resurrection to the unbelieving disciples.

3. Christ's commission and promise. (Mark 16:14-20)

a) The disciples did not immediately respond with faith to the good news of Christ’s resurrection. 

b) Christ's charge and promise to the disciples.

Conclusion
Modern-day readers of the New Testament may not readily make the connection between the gospel accounts of the words, works, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and worship, discipleship, and witness to the world. However, First Century hearers and readers of the good news never saw the gospel as merely about forgiveness, the Ten Commandments, or good behavior. First Century believers saw worship, discipleship, and witness as the proper and faithful response to the Person and Message of Jesus Christ. How has hearing and reading the Gospel of Jesus Christ changed your words, works, and relationships?

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please remind one another and practice sharing joy through CAKE.
2) What seemed most important to you from Mark 16:1-20?
3) Share with one another what you will do about what you have learned and then pray for one another.
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