The Day Christ Died in Our Place
Hope Chapel Honolulu
Mark 15:21-47

[bookmark: _Hlk110408389]37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
(Mark 15:37-39, ESV)

Introduction
Just as Pilate was convinced that Jesus was a better man than His accusers tried to prove, so it seems that every honest man, woman, and child came away from a meeting with Christ impressed by and grateful for the expressions of mercy, compassion, grace, and truth. According to the eyewitness accounts, those who found fault with Christ did so because His personal expression of grace and truth exposed their own self-centered deception and grasp for personal peace, pleasure, position, and power. Even the Roman centurion who watched Christ take His last breath recognized what could only be called divinity.

[bookmark: _Hlk110364058]1. Christ is crucified, mocked, and mistreated for the last time. (Mark 15:21-32)

	a) What happened to Mark 15:28?

	b) Christ was beaten, scourged, mocked, and ridiculed as He took our sin and shame upon Himself.

2. Christ appeared to have died alone on the cross. (Mark 15:33-41)

a) “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

	b) Was Christ lamenting or was He signifying something else by quoting Psalm 22:1?

3. Christ died and was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. (Mark 15:42-47)

	a) Christ was confirmed to have not merely fainted or fallen unconscious, but to have died.

	b) Joseph of Arimathea displays courage by identifying with Christ and burying Him in his own tomb.

Conclusion
In 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, we can find the apostle Paul’s summary account of the gospel of Jesus Christ: He died for our sins according to the Scriptures, was buried, and then raised from the dead on the third day as promised by the Scriptures, before appearing to Peter, the Twelve, and more than 500 disciples at a single time and place, all before appearing to James and then to all the apostles. Have you considered the significance of each of these points? Can you teach and explain them in your own words? Let that be your homework this week: to develop your own presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ!

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Take a few moments to smile with and greet one another before sharing one thing you’re thankful for.
2) In an honest and humble manner, take turns sharing about a recent challenge to your faith and obedience.
3) What are the Word, Spirit, and People of God teaching you and what will you do about it?
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