Honor Christ the Lord as Holy
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 Peter 3:8-22

[bookmark: _Hlk113948745]13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.
(1 Peter 3:13-17, ESV)

Introduction
Christ’s example of enduring betrayal, suffering, shame, and death before His resurrection apparently made a lasting impression on Peter’s faith, practice, and teaching. Peter’s personal experience of forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration after his own betrayal of Christ appears to have shaped his witness, too. In other words, Christ’s example clearly impacted how Peter responded to the sufferings and even failures of others. How do we honor Christ with our words, works, and relationships?

1. By our love for others, we honor Christ. (1 Peter 3:8-12)

	a) Commanded to bless others that we might obtain the blessing of God.

b) Seeking and even pursuing peace in every human relationship.

2. Be ready to answer all who ask why you have hope in Christ. (1 Peter 3:13-17)

	a) Always be prepared to make a defense of your hope with gentleness and respect to any who asks.

b) Sometimes the will of God may include suffering for doing good.

3. Connections between Christ’s work, the faith of Noah, and water baptism. (1 Peter 3:18-22)

	a) The mystery of Christ’s ministry to “the spirits (souls) in prison” since “the days of Noah.”

	b) A fuller understanding of water baptism as our initial expression of faith in God.

Conclusion
Peter’s words here give deeper understanding as to why water baptism continues to be important today, even though Christ Himself did not baptize with water (John 4:1-3). Verse 21—“Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…”—would appear to be a theological explanation for why Christ said, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16, ESV). The Holy Spirit through Peter makes it clear that while the act of baptism itself is not a work resulting in salvation, it is an act of faith which evidences the decision to entrust oneself to the death and resurrection of Christ for forgiveness and life.

For our prayerful study, discussion and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 Peter 3:8-22 and share with one another one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What are you learning today and what do you need prayer for this week?
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