Living Stones for a Spiritual House
Hope Chapel Honolulu
1 Peter 1:22-2:12

[bookmark: _Hlk112826942]9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
(1 Peter 2:9-12, ESV)

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk112829242][bookmark: _Hlk112733222]Peter continues to write under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to these “elect exiles” who were dispersed amongst city-states now occupied by the nation of Turkiye (formerly just “Turkey”). We discover that there is a greater purpose to their having received a living hope in Christ. Just as Peter himself discovered, God has called us to a reconciled relationship with Him so that His mercy and grace could be displayed to and through us to our neighbors. God so loves the world that as He once gave Christ, He now gives you and me.

1. Born again through the living and abiding word of God. (1 Peter 1:22-25)

	a) Obedience to God and love for neighbors are the expected result of having been born again.

	b) While God’s truth and wisdom are both eternal and pure, humanity’s is not. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112733319]
2. Called to grow into a spiritual house and holy priesthood. (1 Peter 2:1-8)
​
	a) We come to Christ to be transformed and reconciled with His image and likeness.

	b) We are transformed so His glory might be revealed through our words, works, and relationships.

[bookmark: _Hlk112733422]3. Chosen to show and tell God’s goodness to a broken and dying world. (1 Peter 2:9-12)

	a) God has chosen you to become His people and receive the fullness of His mercy.

	b) Godly and holy living cannot merit us salvation, yet they are necessary for the faith of others.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk112733534]Does it seem significant to you that our reading of 1 Peter 1:21-2:12 begins with “having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love” and concludes with “keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable”? We were chosen by God not just to be built up, but to build one another up in the faith and hope we have in Christ!

For our prayerful study, discussion, and application:
1) Please practice CAKE with one another. Then have someone share a recent experience of when they realized they were in Enemy Mode and promptly returned to joy and relationship.
2) Read 1 Peter 1:22-2:12 and share with one another one thing the Spirit says to you through the text.
3) What are you learning today and what do you need prayer for this week?
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